Defining the church

4 “The persecuted church”

Study Guide for July 1-2, 2006                                       Scripture: Acts 4:1-22

Theme:  “The call of Jesus to the church to be His witnesses looks beyond a statement of commitment, to a consecrated life willing to sacrifice!”
Read It: 

     As we prepare to celebrate the Fourth of July, we’re reminded of our patriot forefathers.  As they  willingly made commitments  declaring their independence,  they further backed up their commitments by willingly sacrificing their lives.  Sincere commitments result in sacrificial consecration.

     In America, we enjoy religious freedom.  But we too need to be reminded that spiritual freedom as Christians comes with a cost.  First, it cost God the life of Christ, His only begotten Son.  By His death He to set us free from our guilt, God’s judgment, and Satan’s dominion.  But as Christ commissioned us to spread the good news of His gift of freedom, we need to remember it will also cost us.  To declare that Jesus is God’s only provision for man’s sin and that no one can come to God but by Him creates hostility and reactionary measures.

    No sooner had the early believers claimed their freedom in Christ and began to spread that good news to others that they run into opposition and persecution.  What a conviction and convincing portrait Luke gives us in Acts 4.  Here are two assemblies of religious people, the Sanhedrin and the early church.  Both were sincere and committed.  One was protective and defensive and the other powerful and dynamic.  One believed it was supposed to conserve the past, keep the peace and conserve the status quo.  The other believed it was called to communicate the love and grace of God so people may experience the power of God’s freedom.  When God’s truth and demonstration of God’s love do not win over the opposition, the church must be ready for persecution.

KNOW:
1 Why did the religious officials approach Peter and John? Acts 4:1-2
2 What did the officials do to the apostles and how did the church fare? Acts 4:3-4
3 After a night in jail, what did Peter and John face the next day and what was their concern?  Act 4:5-7)
4 How did Peter respond to the council's question and what was the heart of his message to them?  Act 4:8-12

5 After consulting together, what action did the council take and how did the apostles respond?  Act 4: 15-21

6 How did the believer react to the apostles report and, in their prayer, how did  they respond to persecution?  Acts 4: 24-30

   BE:

1 In our society, when should a Christian stand up for his or her faith in Jesus Christ?

2 What are some of the risks in telling others about Christ?

3 How can we prepare ourselves for the costs we may have to pay for following and sharing Christ?

4 What must be our basic motivation as we face possible persecution?  Acts 4:12

DO:

1 How do you tend to respond when you are criticized for your faith?

2 In what way could you strengthen your courage and boldness about being a Christian in your place of work, neighborhood, or family?

3 When can you pray for the leaders, ministers and missionaries of our church?
